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■ffly  DO  \m  i.TTi.c::  iLinMif? 

By  Shujitau  Ozakl 

(Publishod  in  Sopt.  numbcu?  (TNj  year  not  givon)  of  the  T;.IRIKU  (Continent)) 

I 

It  is  only  of  Into  that  tho  Japrnoso  public  havo  aotunlly  adopted  thomsolves 
to  war-tj3io  conditions.  '.Ihothor  they  liko  it  or  not,  they  hove  been  obliged  to 
proporo  th.'iLsolvjs  against  a  protracted  nor.  However  optimislic  one  may  hove 
been  so  lor,  one  cannot,  under  tho  present  acute  situation,  but  bo  serious,  and 
give  up  one's  optimistic  views.  To  toll  the  truth,  between  those  who  ore  loading 
a  peaceful  life  ot  homo  and  those  nho  ore  fighting  in  snoot  and  mud  on  the  Qiineso 
front,  there  has  been  a  gap  —  a  mental  gop  wider  than  tho  geographicol  sea  sepa-. 
rating  tho  two  sots  of  tho  Japanese.  Howovor.  this  difforonoe  in  tho  war-feeling 
of  tho  two  groups  is  boing  gradually  eliminated,  as  tho  Japanose  ot  homo  have 
also  ooiie  to  bo  further  and  further ‘pinenod  in  their  doily  life  under  the  onforco- 
ment  of  the  war-time  control  and  mobilization  of  goods  and  motoriols. 

itll  '^e  Joponcso  havo  ot  last  come  to  adjust  thomsolvos  to  tho  prospoct  of  a 
protracted  war. 

But  it  soems  at  least  to  mo  that  tho  public  in  gonorol  are  too  calm  and  quiet, 
j'llthough  tho  fronziod  enthusiasm  wo  sow  in  tho  early  days  of  tho.  '.ler  did  not  soem 
a  happy  phonomonon,  this  colmnoss  ot  this  juncturo  can  noithor  bo  approvod  un- 
oondi^onally.  It  oven  sooms  to  be  a  krid  of  r  osignation  on  tho  part  of  tho 
people  in  tho  face  of  the  storn  roalitios. 

Neodloss  to  soy,  the  situation  that  Japan  is  now  trying  to  stoor  through  is 
so  difficult  that  it  cannot  bo  surmountod  unless  tho  tIioIo  of  tho  people,  in  a 
national  movomont  lodby  a  high  idoal,  press  forward  vigorously  '/ri.th  tho  forco  of 
on  avalanche. 

.Tith  this  in  view,  the  writer  cannot  help  fooling  unoosy  at  tho  existing  state 
of  affairs. 


JS'/on  bofero  the  battle  of  Ilsiichow  was  started,  tho  siogo  of  Hankow  had  boon 
a-subjoct  for  dispute.  Thoro  uoro  somo  i^o  strossod  tho  strotogic  importance  of 
Hsilchow  and  so  groatly  counted  upon  tho  result  of  tho  battle  of  Hsiichow,  while 
othors  stood  against  tho  further  advanco  of  tho  Jepanoso  troops  into  tho  intorlorab 
for  foar  of  the  futilo  onlargomont  of  tho  fighting  oroo,  os  it  would  endanger  the 
Japanose  notional  fincnco  as  well  as  tho  mointononco  of  tho  occupied  territories. 
Novertheloss •  in  order  to  assure  victory,  it  had  become  obsolutoly  nocossory  for 
tho  Jopanoso  J^rtay  to  occupy  Hankow. 

.'.long  tho  Lung-Hoi  Hallway,  tho  Jepanoso  force  startod  their  march  on  tho  ^ 
ffuchong-Hankow  croo  in  oloso  choso  of  tho  onomy  rotroating  from  Hsilchow.  But 
oftor  tho  occupation  of  Longfon  and  Kaifong,  thoir  vanguard  was  hold  up  at 
Chungmowhslen,  whore  part  of  tho  ombankment  of  tho  Huangho  (Yollow  Rlvor)  was 
broken  by  tho  Chiaoso  .'.rmy. 
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Through  the  broken  ombenkmant,  the  turbulent  nators  of  the  Hoangbo  are  now 
reported  to  be  running  aouthTrerdSt  swooping  over  the  Lung-Hol  Railwoyt  through 
the  Yinghot  the  Hwalho  and  Hungtse  Lako  into  the  former  course  of  the  Hoingho  end 
out  into  the  sea* 

By  this  flood,  thousands  of  villagos,  largo  and  snalli  wore  inundated  with 
the  loss  of  mony  lives  and  tons  of  millions  of  yon  worth  of  crops  end  property* 
iiccording  to  the  reports  of  the  Chief  of  the  Reconstruction  Office  of  Honan 
Itrovinoo.  Ihe  flood  area  is  2^300  8g«  kilomotore.  tho  inundated  villagos  more  than 
2.6oc.  the  wa8h<.>l-auey  housoa  more  then  holf  a  million,  and  tho  devastated  rioe* 
fields  tno  million  and  a  holf  £q'(TN:  about  62.500  acres).  This  may  well  be 
colled  an  act  in  *Tho  Tragedy  of  Seat  4\8io*  caused  by  tho  Chiro  Incident.  I 
wonder  if  tho  groot  River  Kuangho  is  going  to  change  its  course  for  a  seventh  time 
since  tho  dawn  of  history. 

Thus,  tho  advance  of  tho  Japanese  troops  along  tho  Lung-Rai  and  tho  Peiping- 
Hankow  railways  was  checked  for  the  time  being,  and  the  main  endeavours  of  the 
Japanese  forces  wore  directed  towards  restoring  public  pooco  in  North  China  by 
sweeping  away  the  remaining  enemy  forces  in  and  around  Shansi  and  other  districts 
But  ct  tho  some  time  tiio  Japanese  .'o'c^r's  intention  to  attack  Hankow  was  clearly 
revealed  by  their  "up* the-Yaagtao*  strategy. 

On  Juno  11.  tho  Japonose  Navy  domandod  the  withdrowal  from  the  fighting  area 
of  oil  ships  of  third  powei's  by  onnouncingt.  "From  this  day  on  our  Navy  diall 
conmonce  hor  attocking  opoi’ations  upon  Honkow.* 

On  tho  very  next  doy  /hrikirg  wos  taken  by  the  cooperation  of  our  iirmy  and 
Navy  while  Tsienkiong  v/aa  by  the  land  force  on  ^uno  17 ••  Hukow  was  occupied 

on  July  4  end  July  26  sew  KiuKiarig  fall.’n  into  tho  hands  of  tho  Japanese  Aroy* 
I^ing  on  tho  Yorgrzo  River.  Kivkxang  Ow-jS  an  importont  position;  it  is  only 
50  l_i  distont  from  Honkow-  Pu’^fbo’',  on  ,<ifgust  2.  our  /rmy  occupied  Hwangmeiksien. 
in  Hi-.poh  P’.’ov inooi  n  vi'cully  bv.-ai, .v,j«  pvlrt  to  defond  iffuchang  and  Hankow.  It  is 
36  li  from  Hnnko.i.  yonsoquont.ly •  tre  Uhincso  at  Hankow  wore  groatly  diamayod. 
i'lcooiding  TO  foreign  diapatchus,  by  cho  end  of  July  tho  whole  of  the  main  diplo¬ 
matic  pe/.RonnoJ.  of  the  Cuiang  Ilai  shek's  Oovc<rnaent  including  ^ang  Chung-hui, 
Minister  of  .Vtoruigii  Atfuirs,  had  loft  for  ihengking.  *4osc  other  non-militnry 
government  offices  also  remwod  to  Chungking  7.1:iJ.o  some  fled  to  Hangyang'hsien 
or  Kunming •hsion..  Thus,  Hangkow  had  turned  into  a  purely  military  center,  only 
offices  of  co.nrjnioations,  trcnapcrtcbicn.  miudtions  supply,  and  war  industries 
roiraii'.inf’  thuroj 

Tno  Pupoien  lAAaasy  had  clroeiy  moved  and  tho  rest  of  the  foreign  embassies 
and  legation e  at  Hankow  had  oocjpiotod  removing  to  Chungking  with  tho  Ministry  of 
Foreign  i.ffoirs  by  tho  ond  of  Jiily-. 

y.t  any  rato,  tho  dofuns^  of  yucheng  and  Honkow  was  got  r^ady  by  Chiang  Kai- 
sliok  in  0  purely  miJ^tery  formcxicn-  &it  about  tho  final  stops  for  dofonse,  the 
Cocaunists  end  Kuomirtsng  did  not  agree.  Tno  formor  inaisted  upon  fighting  to 
tho  lest  whilo  tho  letter  insistod  on  retreating  as  usual  after  some  amount  of 
fighting.  It  is  reported (  howovor.  that  Ihe  insistence  of  tho  Kuomintang  on 
finally  abandoning  Henlcow  proveiled  upon  the  rest. 
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Chieng  Kaioehak  droir  ttTo  defense  linos  for  HcnkoTr  and  \7uchang  —  an  outer  and 
an  inner  one*  The  outer  lino  ran  from  Kushih  in  the  nest  of  iinhwei  Province 
through  Yingshant  Taihu  and  Kiukiangi  to  Nanchong*  ^t  Kushiht  Yingshan  and  in 
their  env:Lrona  the  Hupeh •  Szechwan  and  Yunnan  Amies  were  poBtod«  liiilo  at  Kiukiang 
Nanchang  and  in  their  neighbourhood  were  -posted  the  five  divisions  of  the  newly 
organized  Kwantung  itrcy  besides  more  than  lOOiOOO  troops  gathered  from  Kiangsi  aiid 
Hunan*  The  inner  defense  line  ran  from  'Tushongkwan  through  libcheng  and  Huangkaog 
to  Sohengt  and  was  defended  by  the  Hunan  irny  newly  created  by  Chang  Chih^Chung* 
Chief  of  Hunan*  j'ind  most  of  the  Cenzral  Amy  ties  reported  to  have  been  gathered 


under  the  caanand  of  Chon  Chong  around  '.Tuchang  and  Hankow*  defending  the  Peiping- 
Hankow  RailtToy  at  the -section  between  Hangkow  and  TTushengkwan*  end  the  Canton- 
Honkow  Railway  at  the  section  between  ffuohang  and  Changsha*  But  the  outer  line  had 
already  boon  broken  through  by  the  Japanese  offensives* 


Japan's  objective  in  attacking  'Vuchang  end  Hankow  lies  not  so  much  in  the 
taking— though  important  in  itself— of  those  big  political  and  military  footholds 
of  the  Nationalist  Oovommant*  os  in  tho  pursuit  of  the  two  vital  results  to  be 
produced  by  tho  Chiong  Koi-shok  Oovornmont's  retreat  into  tho  interior  and  bo¬ 
soming  a  more  local  power*  One  of  them  is  the  opening  to  be  made  for  tho  ostrango- 
wont  of  tho  Connunists  from  the  Kuominteng  by  cutting  the  so-called  rod  route  and 
isolating  each  sphere  of  influence  f  rom  Iho  other*  The  other  is  the  possibility 
for  disappointing  the  Powers  by  the  dogenoration  of  the  National  Government  into  a 
potty  local  regime  and  causing  them  to  give  up  thoir  support  of  it* 

Those  two  ore  tho  fundamental  objectives  of  Japan  in  this  campaign*  though 
there  are  minor  motives  such  os  destroying  tho  utility  for  tho  Chinese  of  the 
Canton-Hankow  Railway*  and  securing  tho  economic  and  military  utility  of  tho 
Yangtze  Kicng  for  tho  Japanese* 

Let  ua  consider  tho  first  objective*  Tho  Coemunists*  as  I  have  said  before* 
strongly  insisted  upon  defending  f7uohong  end  Hankow  to  the  lost*  Tho  Hsin  Hub  Jib 
Pao*  a  Hankow  Coonunist  paper*  published  under  tho  joint  signature  of  such  leading 
Coonninlsts  os  Chon  Sao-yu  (Wong-min)*  Chou  Qi-lui*  and  Chin  Pang-hsion  (Po-ku)*  on 
opinion  regarding  *tho  third  stage  of  resistance**  Tho  gist  of  it  is  as  followsi. 


Tho  Spanish  pooplo  hold  Madrid*  thoir  capital*  against  Ihoir  onomy  for 
two  years*  Why  can't  tho  bravo  labourors  and  soldiers  of  Wuchang  and  Hankow 
defend  their  citiesT  Tho  crucial  point  is  Tdiother  or  not  wo  take  octuol 
defensive  steps*  end  not  whether  wo  are  in  a  position  todifend  tho  cities  or 
not* 

The  most  important  footer  tozork  throughout  *tho  third  stage  of  rosistonoe* 
is  tho  political  and  economic  power  of  Wuchang  and  Hankow*  The  success  or 
failure  in  the  defense  of  the  two  cities  greatly  affects  not  only  the  third 
stage  of  resistance  but  the  home  and  foreign  affairs  of  China  horsolf* 
Consequently*  the  third  stage  of  resistance  is  closely  knit  with  the  course 
of  this  defense*. 
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"(That  are,  then,  the  effective  measures  for  the  defense  of  '.Tuchang  and 
Hankow  os  well  as  for  the  rusistauce  of  tho  third  period? 

"On  tho  military  side,  it  is  necessary  to  strengthen  tho  defense  of  Vuohong 
and  Hankow,  end  also  of  tho  Yangtze  Hivor,  and  toioinforoo  our  air  force  and 
air  dofonso  propcrationso  floi-kozs,  students  and  citizens  should  be  organized 
into  a  solf>defen3o  corps  end  given  military  eguipniont  end  training* 

"On  the  political  side,  a  committeo  should  be  formed  ot  once  for  a  general 
mobilization  for  the  defense  of  ffuthang  and  Hankow  with  tho  representatives 
of  not  only  tho  Nationalist  liilitary  Committeo  and  Garrison  Headquarters  but 
also  :>f  tho  Communists  as  well  es  of  the  industrial,  agricultural,  or  coomeroiel 
oircljs,  cultural  arganizations  end  also  v/omen's  organizations. 

"Besides  tho  ebovc-*mont ionod  items,  the  following  may  be  suggested  as  ex¬ 
pressing  general  opinions  regci*ding  the  military  side  of  the  third  stage 
resistance-  Namely,  the  reinforcement  of  the  equipment  and  disposition  of  the 
front,  unification  of  conznond,  organization  of  different  ar^y  corps,  military 
training  of  tho  masses,  development  of  guerilla  tactics,  improvement  in  the 
method  of  conscription,  etc* 

"Moreover,  as  on  active  preparatory  step  for  the  third  stage  resistance,  a 
political  dopartn»nt  should  bo  at  once  established  in  everyone  of  tho  corps 
of  different  classes* * 


Apparently,  those  claims  of  tho  Communists  woi'o  not  accepted  by  the  Kuomlntang* 

The  loss  of  Ifuchang  and  Hankow  will  affect  tho  Communists  more  severely  than 
any  other  group*  It  will,  at  tho  same  time,  provo  not  a  small  blow  to  the  Soviet 
Union  who  is  helping  Chino  through  tho  Chinese  Communists*  Tho fact  that  the 
Japanese  are  advancing  on  Hankow  instead  of  Kwangtung,  will  delicotely  effect  the 
-elations  between  the  Soviet  Union  and  Bi*ltain,  tho  two  main  supporters  of  China 
■M  present* 

Let  us  now  consider  the  second  objective.  The  Powers  now  stand  at  a  turning 
point  to  decide  their  attitudes  towards  tho  China  Incident*  On  one  hand  they  seem 
to  intensify  their  antipathy  against  Japan  and  more  talks  are  abroad  about  their 
intended  aid  and  loans  to  help  China  directly.  But  on  the  other  hand  there  ere 
some  signs  indicative  of  their  approach  towards  Japan* 

From  this  point  of  view  wo  pay  spocial  attention  to  tho  discussions  hold  at 
tho  British  Parliament  on  July  26-27* 

Sir  Sinclair,  a  member  of  tho  House  of  Commons,  saidt  "It  is  difficult  for  us 
to  serd  any  fleet  or  armj'  to  tho  Far  East  to  support  tho  Chinese  Army*  So  wo  shoul> 
odvanco  loans  to  China  instead*" 

■In  Older  to  curb  Japon's  foolhardiness,"  stated  Lord  Bribonk  (TNj  phonetic), 
"I  propose  to  raise  tho  customs  tariff  on  tho  goods  imported  from  Japon  into  tho 
British  Isles  and  Dominions  and,  if  necessary,  to  norogato  tho  Anglo- Japanese 
Ccmnerciol  Treaty  of  1911-* 

"It  is  better  to  chock  Japan  in  some  way  rather  than  to  aid  China”,  insisted 
Lord  Cecil* 

"Japon  has  repeatedly  avowed  her  respoots  for  British  rights  and  Interests  in 
Chino  and  tho  maintenance  of  the  open-door  policy  there*  But  in  many  coses,  she 
has  acted  to  tho  contrary.  V/o  don't  want  to  hoar  Japon  harp  on  the  same  string 
any  more*  ^Thot  does  the  Government  say  about  it?”  demanded  Milne* 
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tThoreupon  Mr.  Butler,  Vice-Minister  of  ^o^JersntiS  b^etJ^n 

'-lom,  together  with  others  is  to  bo  talked  over  in  ^  Minister  DGiJCI,  and 

At  iobSt  Orolslo.  /anbes^^dor  to  Japan.  a«l  ftatSenW  La 

jrp.rar?:,i?:r 

Mf  n:5  fnM-f  SJ  SrnTtrS  Mornrta  tba  HattonaJ- 

lat  Oovornmant  doaa  for  Withholding  pamlealon 

Pranlor  Chambarlaln,  al  tar  '  ,  ,  metlioda  of  aid  ara  no»  undap 

rnTpJ-S::  rnaVrLirinucfaaa!  K  boattata  to  taba 

some  oiooauro  to  stop  hostilities  in  ta.o  Far  Sesxa  Tonnn  At  nraaent  erot  Trco 
The  practical  dema.nds  that  Britain  is  making  of  ^  P  Rritiah  staff  in  such 
passaTs  of  the  Yangtze  for  her  ships. 

iaJl'^r^nt'ofto'^^^Liorect^'r.op^  of  the  British  factories  in  the 

Jc.penoso  occupied  area,  etc.  4o  „ndar  wav  with  close  public  atten- 

Just  now  the  Ugaki-Craigie  conversation  is  under  way  wivn  cx 

tion  at  homo  and  abroad.  .  *  r.Anaral  Falkonhausoi 

..a  for  Goman  influence  in  China,  wo  cun  say  so  m  h  that^^^^^ 

and  othor  .iUtory  adtiaers  *o  wero  of  Oeman  marohanta 

rfrLrrtrJnrPra^rK  ft:  rulMtona  a.,  otnaraba,, 
““'iioiS:‘aJS°^.a?r;ilitury  Instruotora  aro  aald  to  havo  tatoin  «..lr  placaa, 


Carrlad  out  In  auoh  oircvunatanoaa  “ *jL?mtio“  “Vt^t 
Tn^raiS  Wa;“\1ar,ro..?t°;r  roSorTia^^  fuddam,  ao» 

,“lth” 'ftVf  aofiorLrdarn^t'  S 

nftar  ^JaTLlJIa 

"auS^aJrTa^b  mf-arandloSTSpaaf  and  Monchurian  bordar-lands  abara 

3en  Innumerable,  but  none  has  been  ^tt  break  out  between  the  two 

b-r^a  a  dlractlon  aa  t. 

auDlotely  change  the  phases  of  tho  Chino  InCaden.. 
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Conoernln^  this  border  diaputot  some  su8peot« from  the  close  Russo^Chinese 
relations t  the  irorking  of  some  cooperative  arrangoments  between  the  two  countries 
at  this  crucial  momont«  This  suspicion  seems  well  grounded  idien  we  consider  the 
abova-described  importance  of  Hankow  in  Russia's  Chinese  policies  as  well  as  in 
tho  policies  of  the  Chinese  Comnuniets  especially  at  this  Juncture  when  the  city 
is  about  to  fall*  A  further  thought  may  lead  us  to  conclude  that  the  political 
crisis  in  Europoi  caused  by  the  quick  advance  of  the  Germans  in  Czechoslovakia* 
having  been  alleviated  by  the  recent  Anglo-German  understanding!  it  temporarily 
allowed  Russia  to  act  more  freely  in  the  Far  East.  Or  some  may  attribute  this 
t"xa  of  tide  fundamentally  to  a  British  policy  to  restrain  Japan* 

Still  others  try  to  explain  that  Ihis  is  an  attempt  of  the  RussL  an  Government 
.xtemally  to  divert  the  attention  of  tho  people  from  Stalin's  too  rigorous  purges* 
which  might  otherwise  result  in  internal  unrest  end  conflict*  or  that  this  is  a 
Russian  demonstration  against  tho  case  of  3rd  General  Lusbkow  (TN<  phonetic)  who 
recently  escaped  from  Russia  to  tho  protection  of  the  Japanose  Govemmont* 

Tho  writer*  however*  would  liko  to  take  it  as  a  moro  border  dispute*  though  a 
rather  complicated  one*  limitod  to  tho  al'foctod  region  vhioh  both  parties  are 
fighting  to  occupy*  each  believing  and  claiming  it  as  their  own* 

But  from  tho  gonoral  objective  conditions  of  tho  present  Russo-Japanese  re¬ 
lations  wo  cannot  pass  it  over  as  a  mere  local  border  dispute*  It  entails  questions 
of  critical  nature* 

Every  Japanese  l8d>oply  interested  in*  and  cuixious  about*  tho  developments  of 
Russo-Japr.iose  relations. 

iit  tho  beginning  of  this  articloi  tho  writer  has  said  that  the  Japanese  as  a 
whole  are  very  quiet  Just  now* 'so  quiet  that  tho  writor  cannot  help  feeling  uneasy  i 
about  it*  Ib?obobly  tho  Japanese  pooplo  aro  boginning  to  realize  'ttie  seriousness  of 
ttio  situation  they  oro  confronted  with*  Thoir  apparent  calmness  is  not  a  mere 
sign  of  thoir  roslgnatlon  but  somothing  more  deeply  rootod* 

Many  of  us  will  quite  agree  '.7ith  a  certain  rodicol  political  loader  tho  said 
to  tho  writer t 

■It  seems  that  a  kind  of  apathetic  resignation  is  prevailing  among  the  present- 
day  Japanose  youth*  I  feel  depressed  not  to  hoar  them  discuss  foreign  or  internal 
social  questions  vigorously** 

Bo  that  as  it  may*  it  is  most  important  for  tho  Japanese  public  to  know  the 
seriousness  of  thoir  present  oiroumstences,  for  in  doing  so*  they  can  never  be 
vain-gloriousr  Y/e  firmly  believe  thot  they  will  in  time  rise  from  the  present 
chaos  with  their,  own  means  of  solution  for  this  crisis*  They  will  then  surely 
display  thoir  genuine  courage  toward  thoir  homo  and  foreign  questions* 
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